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State of South Carolina 

The Family Court of the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit 

Karen S. Roper 
Judge 

  
Post Office Box 777 

214 East Main Street 
Pickens, SC  29671-0777 

Phone:  (864) 898-5860 
Fax:  (864) 878-5398 
kroperj@sccourts.org 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: Family Court Practitioners of the Pickens County Bar 

From: Karen S. Roper, Chief Administrative Judge for Pickens County Family Court 

Subject: Coronavirus Protective Measures 

Date: March 24, 2020 

 

Greetings, 

 

I assume that most of you have read the Orders of Chief Justice Donald W. Beatty issued March 

16, 18, and 19, 2020, regarding the coronavirus protective measures that impact our operations in 

Family Court.  I know that all of you are concerned about your clients, the delays to your cases, 

and the uncertain economic impact on your law practice.  In order to lessen some of the uncertainty, 

I am providing the below guidelines regarding matters pending in Pickens County Family Court: 

 

1. Emergency hearings are scheduled each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, beginning at 

9:30 am.  The docketing clerk will schedule each emergency hearing for a time certain in 

an effort to avoid the accumulation of more than 10 people on the Family Court floor.  

Hearings are scheduled in 30 minute increments so as to allow sufficient time for litigants 

to disperse before the next hearing begins.  Please inform the docketing clerk if your 

hearing requires more than 30 minutes.   

 

2. No more than 10 persons will be allowed in the courtroom at any given time, and hearings 

will be limited to essential parties, attorneys, and court staff.  Any witnesses will remain in 

the lobby until such time as their testimony is needed.  Please do not allow your clients to 

bring unnecessary friends, relatives, or others to these hearings. Litigants and attorneys will 

be asked to arrange themselves in the courtroom around the microphones spaced 

throughout, so as to allow a safe distance between individuals (at least 6 feet).    

 

3. Any bench warrant hearings are being conducted by remote video via the Pickens County 

Detention Center (thanks to the generosity of the solicitor’s office in sharing their 

equipment).  Upon booking, detainees are provided the Consent to Videoconferencing.  At 
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this time, due to the logistics of sharing videoconferencing equipment and facilities, bench 

warrant hearings are scheduled in Family Court for 11:00 am on each emergency day.    

 

4. Hearings on DSS Emergency Protective Custody, Juvenile Detentions (including hearings 

for juveniles who are being held at evaluation centers), and Petitions for Orders of 

Protection from Domestic Abuse are going forward as normal.  However, SCDC has 

suspended all inmate transports until at least April 13, 2020.   

 

5. The Clerk of Court has posted signage on the courthouse advising pro se litigants of filing 

procedures during this period that the courthouse is closed to the public. 

 

6. Requests for emergency hearings on private cases will be decided on a case-by-case basis.  

Although we all want speedy resolution for your clients, please be judicious in seeking 

emergency status.   Any request for an emergency hearing must be accompanied by a sworn 

affidavit of your client. 

 

7. Requests for approval of consent orders will be determined on a case-by-case basis, but for 

your request to be considered, please make sure that your proposed consent orders are 

signed by all parties and attorneys.  In addition, it is helpful if you attach a sworn affidavit 

from each party addressing the usual questions that I ask during the approval of agreements 

in court, including a specific waiver of the right to appear at a hearing.   

 

8. I encourage you all to take advantage of the ability to mediate your cases during this time.  

The Chief Justice has temporarily relaxed Rule 6(b) of the ADR Rules to allow attendance 

by videoconferencing, as long as it is approved by the Chief Administrative Judge.  Please 

submit to me any requests to mediate by videoconference, and I will liberally grant these 

requests. 

 

I hope these guidelines are helpful during our current situation, but things continue to change very 

rapidly and as a result, these guidelines may be modified in the future.   Thank you for your 

cooperation during this difficult time.  I have no doubt that our Pickens County Bar will continue 

to help each other and work through this as best we can.  Stay healthy, everyone.     

 

     

 

 


